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435th AW MISSION: Actively support national objectives on a global scale with ready, mobility forces




Is mobilization in my future?

Wouldn't you like a definitive answer 1o this ques-
ticwnt 50 you can plan your life this year? Bottom line is
we just do ot know.

We have been issued a general alert onder (o be
ready and there isn't a day that goes by when some-
where in the country there is a Reserve or Guard unit
being called to active duty. While the president is using
his full range of nabional power options in dealing with
Iraq, the military option is certainty one our nation is
preparing for.

So what can you do o prepare? Don't ignore that
fisct that it may be you that will be activated. Lise your
mobilization guide to prepare yourself and your family
fior a call-up and possible deplowvment. Our job is fo re-
port and be ready to deploy within 72 hours, so there is not a lot of time.

We have a wealth of help for you at your unit, the military personned flight, fam-
ity support or on-line. Public Airs and the legal office can help you with employer
mssues and questions. We have a lot of resources available to help you be ready, but
only you can prepare your family. Take the time now.

Thanks for all you do’ by Brig. Gen. Martin M. Mazick
439th Airlift Wing Commander

Brig. Gen, Mariin M. Mazick

Military officers association offers $1,000 scholarships

ROBINS AFB, Ga. - The Military Officers Association of America will give 51,000 col-
wmumﬂmmmmfmﬂmﬂfnﬂmMﬂdﬁﬂdﬁtmﬁﬂh
Air Force Reserve Command. Deadline to complete the online application form i March 1.

Formerty known as The Retired Officers Association, the MOAA will honor 100 college-
bound or current underpraduate shudents with individual $1,000 scholarship grants for the
2003-2004 school year. Of the fiew eligibility requirements, applicants must be under the age of
24 and provide besic information such as their SAT score and college. If an applicant served in
the military before attending college, the madmum age for eligibility will be increased by the
number of service up o five years.

Membership in MOAA is not mandatory, and there is no GPA requirement 10 be selected.
Wﬂhnﬁﬁdhemﬂhhhﬁnﬂmheﬂmﬂm;mﬁdenmdmﬂd
information. The will be bry late August

For more information and to apply for MOAA's Base/Post Scholarship program, go
hitpfwww. mosa.ongEducation2003 (AFRC News Service)
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Briefs
First quarter award
recipients announced

Westover's Quarterly Awands Board
mmmmﬁnmm
winners for the fiscal 2003,

Ajirman:

SrA. Wayne A. Baptisie, 439 SFS

N

TSgt. Victor M. Fuentes Jr., 439 AMXS

Sr. NCOx:

MSgt. Earl E. Duncan Jr, 439 AMXS

Company Grade Officer:

Capt. Rex H. Steves, 439 AMXS

Civilimm:

Ronald Seymour, 439 MSS

Civilian -

Churles . Van Gorden, 439 CES

A change of command in the Marine |
Alr Support ix took place on
Dec. 15 in the fuel cell hangar.,

Lt Col. Kevin C. Sawyer ook over
command of the squadron from L. Col. Rui

MSgt Scott C. Daigneault, antitermorism
Pﬂ:ﬂhﬂrﬂ?’hﬂﬂm&p&tﬂn
a web page with information
Hﬂmawﬁﬂlnhlﬁd.
The address s hitpsufwwwmil.afreaf.

Cover Photo

DIGGING OUT — SMSgt. Paul E.
Beachell, 439" MXS, pulls a
hydraulic test stand out of the
snow near the flight line
following the Jan. 4 Nor'easter.
The storm dropped nearly a foot
of snow on New England and
forced the cancellation of half of
the A UTA (see article and
additional photos on page 3).

— photo by §Sgt. Andrew Biscoe
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pohoste by TS Rand Wickar

SIGNS OF WINTER — A Nor'easter storm dumped nearly a foot of snow on Westover January 3 and 4.

Storm blankets base; fomasmnmlhhmofhalfoumualyum

by SMSgt. Sandi Michon

A classic Mor'easter dumped nearly
a foot of snow on the base Jan, 3 and 4
prompting Westover officials to cancel
half of the January UTA.

Traveling reservists coped with up
to two feet of snow with areas in New
York and New Hampshire hit the hard-
st

While reservists dug out of the their
homes on Saturday, Jan. 4, Westover
was unusually quiet Ewvergreen trees
around the base seemed to bow in sur-
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plows clearing piles of snow from
Westover's array of runways, ramps,
roads and parking lots.
According to Westover meteorolo-
gist Robert W. Schwaber, the latest
storm pushed the season's snow accu-
mulation total to 36.6 inches - a quick
jump on the 49-inch season average —
and way above the 25.6-inch total from
On Sunday, reservists resumed
normal operation navigating around
car-height snow banks. More snow
was in the forecast for the following

MELTDOWN — [cicles added to
the heavy snow cover in ;nhuln
at right, and the first 2002 snow-
storm really slowed things down
at Westover du the January
UTA (bottom right

ot by SMSge. Sandl Michen

STRIPES OVER SNOW — Loom-

ing snowfall frames the Stars and
Stripes at the base ellipse. ,

e By SNpt Andrew Fiwoe



Chief Boyer retires after 28 years at base fire department

' g Biscoc Boyer, who lives in Ludiow, plans on
e tabs on Westover. He will also
more time with his six grandchil-
who five in East Longmeadow,
Georgia and Texas.
fire department plans a refire-
m-mt;u;g for Boyer on Jan. 3] at the
Knights of Columbus in Chicopee,

Westover for 21 years as a real property
specialist in civil engineening.

“We plan to enjoy our next challenges
in life wgether,” Chiel Boyer said. “T'm
having mixed emotions about leaving. I'm
leaving a career that is oriented around lead-
ﬁﬂ:mﬂhﬂy I'm leaving part of my

y behind — the firefighters.”

AFRC picks assistant chief as best civilian fire officer

Westover's
fire chefl e
ported 10 his job
for the last time
on fam. 3, after
profecting  base
resources for 28
yedars.

Philip E.
Boyer, 54, retired
after serving in a EE—__
variety of positions
since June 1974, He
first arrived at Westover just two months
after the: Air Force Reserve had taken con-
trol of the base from the Strategic Air
Command (SAC).

Swarting out as a firefighter, Boyer
moved up to lead firefighter, assistant
chief of fire prevention, and finally to
chiel six years ago. Having worked so
many different areas, Boyer felt it was
ime 1o take a new direction in his life. *
have met all of my career goals,” he said.
“It’s time for me for wke on new chal-
lenges, and o spend more time with my
farmily.”

Boyer and his wife, Gayanne, both
retired on Jan. 3. Gayanne worked af

Boyer

Westover’s Assistant  Fire
Chief Chares T. Van Gorden is
the best civilian fire officer in

Caol. Dmm;iSwtu.ﬁFREm-ﬂ

have gotten this award in the first
place,” Van Gonden said.

Fire Chief Philip E. Boyer
cited Van Gorden's leadership

the base 911 center, Van Gorden
is the primary logistics officer and
g recently developed two softwane
programs, He was a program fa-

engineer, during ceremonies in yo 0 Gorden mwhmmmc

Kansas City, Mo., last vear
'ﬂmu'tuld}mr:llt‘l:ﬂnfﬂ'ﬂ
best” in Air Force Reserve is a pretty ne-
warding accomplishment,” Van Gonden
said. He credited the fire depaniment
staff’s professionalism as the reason for
his command-wide honor, “Without
good people to supervise, | wouldn't

io replace the existing computer
training program at the fire
Local of Wan Gorden's
award took place in December when Brig.
Gen. Martin M. h"lian:k.lﬂ'i"'-ﬁ.w'::cﬂ‘-
mander, presenied the awand o Van Gor-
den during a commander's call for civilian
emplayees.

Annyﬂaﬁmﬂamrdsokﬁemtnmnmmwopamm

by stafl and AFRC News Service from a DOD news release

WASHINGTON — The Army Mational Guard is due to amve at
Westover in February to help protect the installation.

The Amy Guand is scheduled to send a elemernt 1o
the base at the beginning of the month. That number could be about 50
soldiers, said Maj. Timothy 5. Donnelly, acting commeander of the
ﬁmmmmmmmmmm
securily operation and standards, they will be infegrated
into our base security,” he said. Members of the 43%th SFS have been
activated since October 2001,

“Our intent is to reduce the burden
on the Air Force security forces
personnel, in particular those Air
National Guard and Air Force Reserve
members who are serving into a
second year of mobilization.”

- Thomas F. Hall, assistant secretary
of defense for reserve affairs

Muohilized Air Force Reserve Command security forces person-
nel may retum home eartier than antica becauss of a memoran-
dum of agreement signed by the Departments of the Air Force and

Under the agreement, the Amy will mobilize
9,000 Army Mational Guard soldiers. Westover s one of 163 Air
Force installations in the United States where the soldiers will aug-
MENt SECUmity.

%mb&m:ﬂufwnhﬁ:nﬂmmﬁ.nﬂx
spirit of joint operations and inter-service cooperation,” said Thomas
F. Hall, assistant sacretary of defense for reserve affairs. “Our intent
o reduce the burden on the Air Force security forces personnel, in
particular those Air National Guard and Air Foroe Reserve members
uﬂnmmmamﬂmdmﬂmw:hﬂneﬂuﬁ
a prudeni and judicious use of our reserve component forces.”

The Army will augment security t0 cnhance force profection af
stateside Air Force installations hmbtnn}':ﬁnhhhﬁt
Force phases in permanent solutions o address
mmmﬂmmmmﬂm
resources 10 stressed career fields, contracting security and making
muaw‘mﬂmdmm

Mational Guard soldiers mobilized for this mission can expect io
be ordered to active duty for one year. Mobilization figures for both
services will fluctuate in the upcoming months as the mobilization,
transition and demobilizations occur.



Holiday house fire wreaks havoc

by SMSgt. Sandi Michon

Just one day afier opening their
Christmas gifts, the Gontarek family lost
their gifts — and almost everything else — to
a devastating house fire,

E'-f_ninfﬂlﬂﬂﬂ'l:k. Wﬂlstﬂlﬂrtrgr Ellaugmm}—
ager since August, was v relatives in
Rhode Island when he leamed of the fire.
His pastor had recognized the Gontarek
house from local news and
tracked Kevin down in Rhode [sland. “My
wilfe Sue took the call,” Kevin explained.
“1 came downstairs and saw her on the
floor crying and | initially thought some-
thing happened to her mom,™ he said.

“When she told me our house had
bumed, | was stunned. Ii seemed unreal.
How could you be gone for only two days
and everything you left is gone™ Kevin
related.

The losses were particularly painful as
the Gontareks had setiled into their rental
home just four months eardier, afler living
in & hotel ﬁ:rsmuuhs and they had no
insurance. *'We spent a month fixing it
up = it was in really rough shape when we
moved in. We just got it to where it felt
like home," he said.

As disbelief spawned reality, Kevin's
next reaction was to locate shelter for his
family. Afier calling the base to secure
billeting for the night, the Gontareks
headed back home, or rather, what used to
be their home. Kevin and Sue walked
through the rubble with flashlights, and
even in the dim light, the scene was grim.
The smoke alarm still beeped softly be-
neath the debris.

They both cried, but tears of joy
mixed with tears of grief as they bath
played out the what-ifs. They were thank-
ful no lives were lost. “What if | had been
there and tried to save our possessions and

g0t trapped in the fire" was One scenano
K:vm suggested, “or what if Sue had died,
or the kids.,.” Kevin's voice trailed off.

Despite the grief, Kevin became reso-
lute to rebuild their lives. They leamed of
a two-bedroom condominium in
which would allow their two children, Ab-
bey, 7 and A1, 10, to attend the same lo-
cal school.

Four days afier Chrisimas, the church
collected donations and church members
brought four trucklosds of practical sup-
plies 1o the condo. “We watched in awe,”
Kevin explained. “They wouldn™t let us
help. *Just sit back and watch God work”
they said."

Another local church Sue had vis-
ited responded with donations and mone-
tary collections and the local Red Cross
provided immediate needs like mat-
tresses and other household items.

As they aftempt to resume *“normal™
life, the lost ftems list grows. “You go to
sweep the floor and realize you have no
broom. You make a pot of pasta and the
colander is missing,” said Kevin, who
loves to cook. “All the stuff you ook for
granted - it"s not there,” he explained,
but then clarified his new perspective by
adding, “It's just stuff.”

Even so, some things are irmeplace-
able. Sue's eves filled with tears when
she spoke of the destroyed videos of her
son and daughter's earlier vears... or the
burned afghans that were handmade by
her mother and antiques given by her
now-deceased father.

The Gontareks are overwhelmed by
the kindness of so many, but Kevin ad-
mits that it has been very humbling. “I
much prefer to be on the giving end,” he
explained. Both Sue and Kevin believe
all the details of their situation have hap-
pened for a reason. “God has a p
in all of this... in time He will reveal the
exlmﬂufll'mFulpusc,“IJ'u:ymn:]

The Gontareks figure that it will take
three to four months o set up
ing, but they also hope to find other
housing so their son and daughter can
both have a bedroom. “Ii"s been hard on
them," Kevin said. “Abbey’s constant
activity seems 1o be her way 1o avoid
facing the loss of all her belongings,” he
observed. Kevin thought his son A.J, was
taking it the hardest. “To help him adjust
to our move, he picked out the paint and
wall hangings. He had just made it home,
and now it's gone,” he said.

Although much of the items donated
to the Gontareks are used, both Kevin
and Sue say they have received a whole
new outlook on life. “You don't need as
much stuff as you think you do,” was a
new thought, as was, “Don't sweal the
small stuff —it's not worth it.” But most
impartantly, both agreed that their ex-
perience has { them a
stronger faith that all will be okay. "ﬁnd
has and will take care of us,” they said
firmly.

Westover's Chiefs" Council is fak-
ing donations for the Gontarek family.
Contoct CMSgt. Kathy Wood af Exi.
2876 for mare information.

BEFORE AND AFTER — Abbe
A. J. Gontarek their g
Christmas day (above). One day
later, (balow) a house fire consumed
the tree, their gifts and most of their
belongings.
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Westover commemorates African-American History Month

mmﬂdmmm

by Maj. Wilkon Camelo

The contributions of African-
Amenicans and all those serving in the mili-
tary will be commemorated in February dur-
ing Mational African American History
Maonth,

At Westover, the maonth will serve as a
contributions all African Amenicans have
meade o the wing and the Air Force, said
MSgt Lisa A. Spence-Elder, NCOIC of the
wing's Military Equal Opportunity office.

While many have heard the heroic tales
of the Tuskepee Aimmen and The Buffalo
with these and other historical figures,
Spence-Elder said it"s also a time 0 recog-
rize the contribations of all Afn-
can Americans. And locally, they are poing
a long way towand betiering race relations in
'Ii'l:-i]El'l:I'l.hW she said.

However, the role of the Tuskegee Air-
men can't be overstated, she said Having

recently retumned from the Tuskegee Aimmen
Intemational Conference, saied
inday’s voung troops to leam about

Spenca-Elder

Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the
Armed Forces 1o help carry out his order.
Today, Spence-Elder says race relations
have definitely improved, but there is still far
0 go.
“The biggest lesson we're still trying to
teach is to understand and accept people for

who they are,” she said “We're nol all the
same, and it's OK to recognize people’s dif-
ferences and not feel self-conscience about
those differences. As a result, our overall
goal & an office is w0 educate commanders
on the diversity of their units to ensure they
ane being inclusive for all cultures.™

mww.aﬁm;&mm
up approximately eight percent of the wing,
according to MED, Spence-Elder said the
mee climate &t Westover overall s very
good, but she'd fike 1o see thal percentage
mcrease o better mirmor the community and
the Air Force, where Affican Americans
make up about 16 percent of the total force.

Th:mm]lﬂﬂaht,]‘numlmm—
tainly i as racial FEpresen-
tation in the Adr Force has risen from 14 per-
cent in 1975 to 27 percent today, according
to the Air Force Personnel Center.

Spence-Elder said her poal for this
year's African American History Month is
0 increase the awareness of the commemo-
ration and to plan events &l the bese, Those
interested in assisting in the efford may con-
tact her at Ext. 3581,

Payment comes due for abuse of government credit card

by MSgt. Tom Alloceo

Your credit card can be
your best when on orders, but the
plestic card can lead 1o grief if you don't
treat it with care.

Westover reservists are less likely than
the national average among those in uni-
fiorm o have problems with delinquent pay-
ments and misuse of credit
cards, but they are not immune to financial
imesponsibility,

In an extreme case, one wing member
was discharged, and others have been disci-

Limited tax assistance available for reservists on inactive status

plined since use of the cards became wide-

If you use gmﬂT:muuuu:htmd
whllemmders}-mme:q:a:mdm
promptly upon meceiving & mailed I:nl!ﬁ::ln
the credit cand company, sakd Lt Col
Theresa A, MNegron, staff judge advocate.
The credit card company will report indi-
viduals to their units who have not paid their
bill after 30 to 60 days following the credit
card transaction.

A first-time delinquency can lead to a
waming, counseling or reprimand. A patiemn
of delinquent payments can prompt discipli-

mym:ﬂwngdmmhmmmlz
15 procesdings, Megron said.

Esch month, members’ records of
fransactions are semt 10 unit orderly rooms
where they are reviewed for unauthorized
wse and misuse,

“The commanders are doing & good
job of communicating policies on misuse of
the government credit cands,™ Megron said.

Those who use the government credit
card while not on orders or for unofficial
transactions while on orders are subject to a
range of disciplinary action from counseling
to discharge.

ROBINS AFB, Ga. - Unless on active duty during tax prepara-
ticn time, Adr Foree resenvists ame not entitled 1o Adr Foree tax assis-
tance through base legal offices.

DPue to manning constraints and regulatory restrictions on begal
mssistance, AFRC installation and wing offices do not offer tax

and filing services 10 reservists in an inactive stafus,
However, unil reserviss i an nactive stahs are entithed
to mission-relsted legal assistance - wills and powers of attormey.

- Reserve legal assistance officers should be able w address spe-
cific tax questions from members on active duty as part of their legal
assistance program. These officers should also be able o dinect acti-
mmmmmmmmm

full tax services, Tax preparation centers are found on
late Ranuary to April of each year.

Reservists on active duty should present their identification
cands and orders to the personnel at the tax center to show their enti-
tement o the service, The military services operaie tax ceniers on
imstallations, ships al sea and al deployved units throughout the wordd,

Owverall, service fax programs save service members and their
families more than $57 million. And, with electronic filing and di-
rect deposit, service members offen mceive refinds in less than a
woek.

(AFRC News Service




TSgt. Ronald J. Buonanducei

phito By Sed TR Chaelletie

Patriot People

Name: Ronald J. Buonanducci

Rank: TSgi.

Apge: 41

Address: South Windsor, Conn,

Unit: 439th Ajrcraft Maintenance Squadron
Position: Aircraft mainienance technician
Civilian position: Field service technical representative
Favorite food: ltalian

Years of service: 19

Favorite sport: Football

Favorite hobby: Weightlifting, movies

Ideal vacation: Hiking

Best way to relax: Movies/playing with my kids
Freferred entertainment: Movies

Favorite bero: My dad

Favorite music: Jazr

Favorite movie: Air Force

Favorite aircraft; C-130

Pet peeve: Wet UTAs

What would 1 do if I won 31 million: Buy a vacation home on
the beach

Patriot Praises

Awards and Decorations

Enlistments:

TSgt. Murray, Bernard 5.

SrA, 0"Connor, Mark T.

iﬁsm Dana M. i
Berghaus,

ALC Ellison, Tedd

ALC Morris, Kenneth W.., [1

Amn, Rodoey, Andrew L.

Retired:

439th Airlift Wing
Honor Guard
needs you! Call
MSgt. Tom Roe at
557-3342

Aerial Achievement Medal
TSgt. Jennifer Cutler 439 ASTS
Air Force Achievement Medal

TSgt. William F. Brooks 438 MXS
TSgt. Teri Destefano 439 AMDS
TSgt Sabine Dietrich 438 AMDS
TSgt. Corey E. Fagullar 439 MXS
TS& Wesley G. Larson 439 MX3
TSgt B. Morehouse 439 MXS
TSgt Wiliam C. Padden 439MXS
TSqgt. David M. Shattuck 439 MXS
TSgt. Mark Tourigny 439 MXS
55pt. Grace Bames 439 MXS

Air Force Commendation Medal
439 AES

1|:tl.l.1l'||umﬂ Smith 439 AES
McDonald R. Molina 439 AES
Ralph A, Jamieson 439 MXS

Diavid E. Berube 439 MXS
MSagt. M. Cuccouia 439 MOF
M3gt. Michael F. Direnzo 433 MXS

MSgt. Robert J. Rock 433 MXS5

MSgt. Damedl J. Tripp 439 MXS
TSgt. Jean M. Allison 439 AMDS
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Maintenance volunteers replace tires on World War Il bomber

Article and photo by the famous World War [T bomber that is dis-
SSgt Andrew Biscoe at the New England Air Museum in
indsor Locks, Conn.

When the rubber meets the ninway, the Although the B-29°s main gear only in-
B-29 Superfortress beats the C-3A Galaxy, cluded four wheels compared with 28 on the
at least with the size of its landing gear. -5, the maintainers found the bomber’s 55-

Four Westover maintenance workers  inch tires were 8 inches taller than the Gal-

recently volunteered o replace the tires on - axy’s.

Cosertery AP sod Spave Wuseam

“Once we gol the rims out of them, it
still took two people to rol the tires,™ said
MSgt. Seeven Skowron, day shift supervisor
in the 439® Maintenance 'S AETO
lqﬁ'ﬂm.“mﬂftﬂwmhﬂnd‘w
can
A, Brown, 439th Maintenance Group com-
mander, for help with replacing the tires in
December, Brown consubied with Skowron
about the feasibility of the project, and ket
the museumn staff know it could be done.

This is the second time in recent history
that Westover has helped the Connecticut
m.mmmﬁwiﬂﬂuﬂmﬂd'npltﬁh
October 2002, a C-5 aircrew airifted the
sections of a RB-4TE Stratojet from West-
over to Hill AFB, Utah, for display at the
miuseurn there.

Also volunteering with Skowron were
MSgt Roger A. Dager, TSgt Joe Steffer-
son, and SSgt. Richard 1. Barry Jr.

TIRE WORKS — M3gt. Roger A. Dager, left, and TSgt Joe Stefferson While Skowron and his staff ane busy
work on the tire of the B-29 Superfortress that is on display at the New with the ongoing maintenance of the C-3s,
England Alr Museum in Windsor Locks, Conn. Dager and Stefferson he hoped that the B-29"s new tines would be
were among four maintenance volunteers replacing the tires on the ready for the bomber at the museum some
main landing gear of the famous bomber. Above right, a Superfortress timein February.

lands following a World War |l mission.

Febnuary UTA scheduls
m‘o PATRIOT online: http:/fwww.afre.al.mil/d39aw A UTA Fab. 89
B UTA Feb. 2223
' . 430t AWIPA
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